
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The Musselman Triathlon, one of the jewels of the national triathlon calendar, is proud to 
announce that a new race has been added to race weekend for 2007. USA Triathlon, the 
governing body for the sport in the United States, has awarded the Musselman an ITU Pan 
American Cup race, one of only five such races in the country next year. 
 
An ITU Pan American Cup is contested by professional triathletes only and carries with it a 
$20,000 prize purse, split evenly between men and women for the top five finishers. “ITU” stands 
for International Triathlon Union, the international governing body for the sport of triathlon and the 
organization responsible for triathlon being added to the Olympic Programme in 2000. Pan 
American Cup participants earn world ranking points, which are then used to determine qualifiers 
for the Olympic Trials. 
 
Other cities hosting ITU races next year include Honolulu, Hawaii; Des Moines, Iowa; and San 
Francisco, Calif.  
 
The City of Geneva, which has traditionally been very supportive of the race, had nothing but 
enthusiasm for the prestigious race.  “This is a wonderful opportunity for Geneva,” said City 
Manager Richard Rising. “As a city, we need to be attracting things like this to downtown.” 
 
With the addition of this olympic-distance race in 2007, the Musselman will alter its schedule of 
events to make it possible for all amateur athletes to watch the Pan American Cup. The mini-
Mussel sprint race will move to Saturday, July 14, and will conclude just before the start of the 
Pan American Cup. The Musselman half-iron will remain on Sunday, July 15, as will the 
MusselKids race for children. 
 
ITU-style racing is vastly different from traditional amateur triathlon. Athletes are allowed to draft 
one another during the bike leg, and race courses typically consist of multiple loops to allow 
spectators the chance to see the athletes for a majority of the race. The Musselman ITU race will 
consist of 2 laps of swimming, 8 laps on the bike, and 6 laps on the run before finishing by the 
lake in Geneva’s Lakefront Park.  The post-race awards ceremony will take place during the 
Musselman pre-race dinner, affording all athletes the chance to recognize the victors. 
 
Registration is now open for 2007 at the Musselman website. The race sold out in 2006 with 
1,043 participants from 31 states and five provinces in Canada. 
 
More information about the Musselman can be found at www.musselmantri.com. 
 
More information on the ITU and Pan American Cup races, including video and photos, can be 
found at www.triathlon.org. 
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