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G
ENEVA — The exotic, often misunder-
stood, game of cricket is slowly gaining a
foothold in Geneva, thanks to a group of

Hobart and William Smith students hungry
for something different to do over the 
summer.

“It takes a little while to get into the rules
and everything,” said Hobart junior Tyler
Blum, as he awaited his turn at bat. “But I
like it more than baseball. It has more
action.”

Blum was one of about 15 people, mostly
students, staying on campus to do research
work, enjoying a pick-up game next to the
Warren Hunting Smith Library last
Wednesday evening.

Physics Professor Pasad Kulatunga, a
native of cricket-crazed Sri Lanka, intro-
duced students to the game by talking about
it in class.

“It was really the students who got this
going,” Kulatunga said. 

Many of the students got a taste of cricket
from studying abroad and were eager to give
it a try. 

“I thought I’d give it a try, and it’s a lot of
fun,” said Ahmad Koraganie, a senior who
spent a semester in England.

In some parts of the world, mainly the
West Indies and East Asia, the sport
enjoys a fanatical following that rivals soc-
cer in passion and excitement, Kulatunga
said.

Although it has yet to catch on in the
United States, he noted that cricket teams
have begun to sprout up in places with sig-
inificant populations of people from cricket-
loving countries. In the last few years, some
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WORD OF MOUTH: “It’s like pulling teeth
right now trying to move (tomatoes). We’ve

been kind of guilty by association in this
blunder of an investigation.” — 
Tony DiMare. More on Page 6.
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Bucket boy

Susan McCormack
snapped this photo of her
20-month-old son, Jack,
cooling off as his dad,
Jimmer, washed a vehicle
in their Geneva driveway
Saturday. (The Times wel-
comes photograph sub-
missions from area resi-
dents. Send them to
fltimes@fltimes.com with
You Saw It in the subject
line or mail them to
Spencer Tulis at Finger
Lakes Times, P.O. Box
393, Geneva 14456, with
your name, address and
phone number.) 

Ahmad Koraganie (above) takes a swing
at the ball during a game of cricket at
Hobart and WIlliam Smith Wednesday.

Also playing (from left in the photo to
the right) were: Ashan Kulatunga, David

Kendrick, Lisa Maticic and Pasad
Kulatunga.
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HWS students
take a liking to

exotic sport

ARCADIA — A Tellier
Road man died last night
after being hit by a freight
train while trying to cross
the tracks.

Leon J. Wright, 55, and
another person had spent
the evening fishing in
Ganargua Creek. They were
walking home about 9:50
p.m. when they tried to
cross CSX’s main line near
Tellier Road, Wayne County
sheriff ’s deputies said.

“The one individual ran
across the track and made
it, and the second one, of
course, did not,” said Sheriff
Richard Pisciotti.

The westbound train had
been traveling at 60 miles
an hour when it struck
Wright, deputies said. He
died at the scene.

Deputies said their inves-
tigation is ongoing and that
alcohol was likely a factor.

The name of Wright’s com-
panion was not available
this morning, and CSX rep-
resentatives had not
responded to a request for
comment by press time.
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GENEVA — Hobart
College’s venerable Boswell
Field may be getting artifi-
cial turf, lights, new bleach-
ers and more, as part of an
$8.7 million makeover.

College officials presented
the Boswell field plans at a
recent city Planning Board
meeting.

They also include:
! Removing an earthen

berm, at the north end of
the field, which prevents
passersby from seeing the
activities on the field during
games.

! Removing bleachers on
the visitors (east side) of the
field and replacing them
with a grassy berm for more
“casual’’ seating, but still
within the fence.

! Replacing the bleachers
and the press box on the
west side with new seats
with handrails, and moving
them further south. The net
result will be reduced seat-
ing capacity — from 4,500
to 3,000.

! Upgrading the Elliott
Varsity House, the locker
room-training area under
the stands. New lockers for
William Smith teams will be
added.

Hobart Athletic Director
Michael J. Hanna said
Boswell — or “The Bos’’ as
it’s known — has a grass
field that is more than 30
years old and “is tired.”

“It’s just not as accessible
a field as we’d like for the
weather we have in the
Northeast,” Hanna said.

“[Having] An all-weather

‘The Bos’
upgrades

in the
works
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GENEVA — Next weekend’s
Musselman Triathlon will draw hun-
dreds of professional athletes seeking
cash prizes and the thrill of victory,
but area businesses will end up the
true winners.

“Anytime you can gather a large
group of people in a destination,
there has to be an increase in activi-
ty,” said Belinda Venuti, marketing
membership manager at the Geneva
Area Chamber of Commerce.

“Whatever the impact is, it’s posi-
tive.”

Roughly 1,600 athletes — including
two U.S. Olympians heading to the
Beijing games next month — are
expected to compete in the
Musselman’s four events July 11 to
13, said race coordinator Jeff
Henderson.

“People will get the opportunity to
see what the very best athletes in the
world look like competing at a high
level,” Henderson said.

Olympic qualifiers Julie Swail

Ertel, of Irvine, Calif., and Jarrod
Shoemaker, of Maynard, Mass., are
among the elite athletes competing in
this Saturday’s International
Triathlon Union Pan American Cup
race. 

Other races include the Half-Iron,
the shorter Mini-Mussel and
MusselKids competitions.

The field of competition has grown
each year since the race started in
2004, Henderson said, and the

Triathlon boosts economy
Geneva’s 3-day Musselman competition brings crowds

ALBANY (AP) — Most
New Yorkers can pick up a
phone and dial one number
to find out what services or
assistance they’re eligible for
— regardless of their needs.

But a 92 percent cut in
state funding for the 211 hot
line could drastically limit
its ability to help connect
New Yorkers with the servic-
es they need and halt a
planned expansion across
the state.

“Everyone at one time or
another in their life has
needed help — and that’s
why I like this program,”
said Susan Hager, president
of the United Way New York
State.

The 211 hot line connects
people with information

about what government
agencies or nonprofit groups
can help them with their
specific needs — whether a
foreclosure is imminent, a
family member has an ill-
ness requiring expensive
treatment, or a natural dis-
aster has struck.

“In New York we’re very
fortunate, we have a very
rich array of services that
are provided both by the gov-
ernment and the not-for-
profit sector,” Hager said.
“However finding the right
service can be a very daunt-
ing task as people make
phone call after phone call.”

Each call center is part of
a regional collaboration of
stakeholders including

State cuts 211
funding way back
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Musselman competitors received
support in downtown Geneva as
they neared the end of 13.1 miles of
running during last year’s race.! See BOOSTS on Page 4

! See WORKS on Page 4

! See CRICKET on Page 4

! See STATE on Page 4


